
Wx4 note: The following appeared on TrainOrders.com on 8-20-2015.

Chicago Union Station Files - GM&O Illinois State Fair Specials
Author: Englewood

The Illinois State Fair is held every August in Springfield. 
For many years the Gulf Mobile and Ohio R.R. operated special trains 
to the fair.  Following are the GM&O notices outlining the operation 
of two, twenty-one car special trains from Chicago to Springfield and return 
on “Governor’s Day” in 1966.  
  
Special trains were also operated on “Republican’s Day”. 
  
The titles of those addressed in the letter: 
F.E. Wall – Superintendent, Eastern Divn. 
G.M. Mitchell – Superintendent, Chicago 
A.L. Hering – Chief Dispatcher, Bloomington 
H.R. Kinney – (unkown) 
  
“…arrive Chicago as soon as possible consistent with safety”. 
  
In the “type” of car column: 
“Rem. Coach” = Remodeled coach. Air conditioned heavyweight. 
“PC” = Parlor Car 
“LW” = Lightweight. The early streamline Abraham Lincoln equipment 

"Train should be placed in station at Chicago one hour ahead of time in order 
to start serving breakfast"









For the operationally minded, here are the train orders the two northbound specials received at 
Bloomington a few years later, on August 17, 1969. 
  
I typed them out instead of posting the originals because I have found it 
easier to comprehend multiple orders when they are all on one page. 
  
  
ORDER NO 1                                                
  
NO 1 DUE TO LEAVE CHICAGO AUG 17 AND 
NO 2 DUE TO LEAVE BLOOMINGTON AUG 17 
ARE ANNULLED BETWEEN SOUTH JOLIET AND MAZONIA 
                                                                                            ALH 
COM 428 AM JLM 

(Most likely issued so that the local did not have to clear up for Nos 
1 and 2.  This means Nos. 1 and 2 will run the Pequot (pronounced 
Peek-oh) Line.) 
  
ORDER NO 10 
  
ENG 1521 RUN EXTRA SO JOLIET TO SOUTH END HITT 
SIDING AND WORKS EXTRA 850 AM UNTIL 1130 PM 
ON MAIN LINE BETWEEN HITT SIDING AND MAZONIA 
AND ON BOTH TRACKS BETWEEN MAZONIA AND GARDNER 
NOT PROTECTING AGAINST EXTRA TRAINS BETWEEN HITT 
SIDING AND MAZONIA EXCEPT PROTECTS AGAINST 
SOUTHWARD EXTRA TRAINS AFTER 410 PM AND NORTHWARD 
EXTRA TRAINS AFTER 610 PM 
                                             ALH 
COM 558 PM WKD 
  
(This is the work order for the local. It authorizes engine 1521 to: 
1. occupy the main track in the southward direction from South Joliet 
to the south switch to the siding at Hitt. 
2. occupy the main track in both directions between the south switch of the 
siding at Hitt and Mazonia. 
3. occupy both main tracks with the current of traffic between Mazonia and 
Gardner. 
The words “Main Line” in this and following train orders indicate it applies 
to the single track line via Wilmington as opposed to the joint GM&O – ATSF “Pequot Line”) 
  
  
ORDER NO 32 
  
ENG 102 DISPLAY SIGNALS AND RUN AS FIRST 2 BLOOMINGTON 
TO MAZONIA AND RUN AS FIRST 2 SOUTH JOLIET TO CHICAGO 



SECOND AND THIRD 2 WAIT AT OCOYA UNTIL 620 PM ODELL 635 PM
                                                                                                                 ALH 
COM 1127 AM JAJ 
  
(Normal No. 2, the Abraham Lincoln with engine 102, is instructed to display 
green signals and run as First 2. This will allow the dispatcher to run the State Fair Specials 
as Second and Third 2.  Since the schedule of No. 2 has been annulled between 
Mazonia and South Joliet by Train Order No. 1 the order is worded for both sides 
of that gap.  The Abraham Lincoln will operate via Pequot. The dispatcher has put out waits at 
Ocaya and Odell for inferior trains to use in clearing the sections.) 
  
   
ORDER NO 42 
  
ENGS 881B AND 881A RUN AS TWO EXTRAS MAZONIA TO 
SO JOLIET VIA MAIN LINE WITH RIGHT OVER EXTRA 1516 
SOUTH AND WAIT AT MAZONIA UNTIL 655 PM 
AT 404 PM ALL OVERDUE FIRST CLASS TRAINS HAVE PASSED 
MAZONIA EXCEPT NO 1 AND NO 2 
NO 3 ENG 101 HAS NO SIGNALS NORTH OF MAZONIA 
                                                                                      ALH 
COM 439 PM WKD  
  
(The State Fair Specials will be using the Main Line between Mazonia and South 
Joliet.  Since Order No. 1 annulled the schedule on No. 2 between Mazonia and 
South Joliet the Specials must be authorized as extra trains. Extra trains are inferior 
to first class trains so the dispatcher includes information on any first class trains 
whose schedule is still in effect, meaning less than 12 hours old.) 
  
  
ORDER NO 45 
  
ENGS 881B AND 881A RUN AS SECOND AND THIRD 2 
BLOOMINGTON TO MAZONIA AND RUN AS SECOND AND 
THIRD 2 SOUTH JOLIET TO CHICAGO 
                                                       ALH 
COM 441 PM WKD 
  
(This order authorizes the State Fair Specials to run as sections of No. 2. 
The 881B will display green signals to indicate a following section, the 881A will display no 
signals.) 
  
  
ORDER NO 306 
  
CARS ON SIDINGS AT ELWOOD AND WILMINGTON 
                                                                             ALH 



  
COM 347 AM WKD



















Special Instructions for Joint Track with ATSF 

Comparison of running times between today and fifty years ago: 
Chicago to Springfield: 
GM&O No 1 with 5 intermediate stops - 3hr 28 min. 
GM&O No 3 with 4 intermediate stops - 3hr 45 min. 
  
301  2 intermediate stops - 3hr 15 min. 
303  6 intermediate stops - 3hr 25 min. 
21    3 intermediate stops - 3hr 29 min. 
305  6 intermediate stops - 3hr 24 min. 
307  6 intermediate stops - 3hr 24 min. 
Millions of dollars spent on concrete ties, 110mph, and numerous “advanced train control 
systems” has not done that much, has it? 
I believe the hp per ton ratio on Amtrak is a little higher than it was on the GM&O
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